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One of the Nation’s Best Clinical Law Programs

Clinical Sections

PIONEERING Founded in 1971, UNM’s Clinical Law Program was one of the first in-house, live-client

clinical programs. It continues to be recognized as one of the top programs in the nation. In clinic, you’ll be
on the front lines of public service, representing real clients with supervision by tenured and tenure-track
faculty. You’ll work in multidisciplinary teams to enhance your analytical and problem-solving skills, develop
counseling skills, and acquire familiarity with the legal system in advance of your graduation.

INCLUSIVE You’ll work with core clinical faculty as well as traditional course, visiting, and emeriti faculty.

Clinic collaborations include the Court, the Bar, New Mexico communities, and legal educators nationwide.

REQUIRED Unlike many other law schools, all students at UNM complete a six credit hour clinical course as
part of the J.D. requirements. Our students have appeared in Metropolitan Court, District Courts, Tribal
Courts, the New Mexico Court of Appeals, and the New Mexico Supreme Court as part of their clinical
education training. Our goal is that with this experience, you will be client-ready upon graduation.

lawschool.unm.edu/clinic
“I love teaching and mentoring
students, watching them grow
over the course of the clinic and
seeing their transformation.
There is no substitution for
interacting with a real client and
advocating directly for someone
with real and important needs.”
— Yael Cannon
Professor of Law

Business and Tax

Students provide legal services to businesses and individuals in areas such as
taxation, supporting community-based
efforts to promote economic development, and dispute resolution.

Community Lawyering

Students work closely with physicians,
social workers, community planners,
community activists, and nonprofits at
sites across Albuquerque.

Law Practice

In an experiential learning rotation
typical of a general law practice, students
represent clients in a variety of both civil
and criminal cases.

Southwest Indian Law

Students represent individual
clients, tribal groups, and/or Indian
communities, and learn how to approach
legal solutions premised on tribal
sovereignty, cultural rights, and more.

Beyond the Classroom
A variety of academic competitions
allow UNM Law School students to
sharpen their advocacy skills.
 Students interested in becoming trial
lawyers are encouraged to try out for
the National Mock Trial competition.
 Moot court competitions expose
participants to the appeals process.
The law school publishes three studentedited journals, each embodying a key
area of expertise within the school.
Students in their second or third year
may join these academic journals:
 New Mexico Law Review
 Tribal Law Journal
 Natural Resources Journal
UNM students on an exchange program in
Washington, D.C. take a break from studying

Summer Programs and Exchange Programs

Institutes and Research Centers

Guanajuato Summer Law Institute 		

The American Indian Law Center, Inc.

In a four-week, six credit introduction to Mexican law and subjects such as
immigration law, human rights, and international law, students are immersed in
Mexican life and culture. Some students choose to extend the program by two
weeks and enroll in an externship to work alongside a Mexican judge or lawyer.

Madrid Summer Law Institute 		

A four-week, five credit summer law program in Madrid, Spain offers classes
on European Union law and international and comparative law subjects. The
program is open to law students, graduate students, and legal professionals from around the world. Classes meet only half-days Mondays through
Thursdays, giving students ample opportunity to experience life in Europe.

The American Indian Law Center (AILC) has
been instrumental in forming federal and state
policy responsive to tribes. AILC and UNM
collaborate on projects related to these policies,
often incorporating law student contributions.
It also operates the Pre-Law Summer Institute,
a two-month pre-professional program taught
by law professors from around the United
States. Many of the preeminent Native American attorneys working in the field of Indian law
are alumni of the Institute.

Exchange Program, University of New Hampshire

The Institute of Public Law

Up to two UNM Law students every semester can take advantage of the student exchange program at the University of New Hampshire School of Law,
consistently ranked in the top five law schools in Patent Law and Intellectual
Property Law. Patent law is important to the economy of New Mexico with
its national laboratories and its burgeoning high-tech start-up corporations.

Exchange Program, Howard University School of Law

Up to two UNM Law students every semester can experience a unique
exposure to Howard’s legal programs and take advantage of opportunities
in Washington, D.C. Students will also benefit from a strong and supportive
UNM alumni community.

The UNM Law Semester in D.C.

This program sends six UNM Law students to Washington, D.C. in the fall
semester to work full-time for credit at a governmental agency or non-profit
organization. Students also take a seminar, allowing them to learn from
and interact with judges, practitioners, and national political leaders.

lawschool.unm.edu/academics

The Institute of Public Law (IPL) promotes
justice and community engagement by providing high quality law-related education to New
Mexico’s judicial systems and communities. IPL
primarily focuses its activities through its Judicial Education Center, Children’s Law Center,
and Wild Friends program.

The Utton Transboundary Resource Center
The Utton Transboundary Resources Center
researches and provides information to
the public about water, natural resources,
and environmental issues, with a particular
focus on New Mexico and the Southwest. It
also supports collaborative natural resource
management using multidisciplinary expertise
and inclusive, diverse stakeholder involvement.
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Living in Albuquerque

T

he UNM School of Law is situated in Albuquerque,
New Mexico, a dynamic metropolitan city with a
unique multicultural heritage set against a backdrop of
spectacular mountains and southwestern cultures.
Downtown Albuquerque, the economic center of New
Mexico, is home to many of the city’s law firms and courts,
as well as contemporary art, shopping, and gourmet dining.
Located just west of downtown, Old Town is a historic
district, dating back to the founding of the city by the
Spanish in 1706. Today it features charming streets and
courtyards just waiting to be discovered.
Near UNM, Nob Hill is a college favorite, with a variety
of restaurants, eclectic specialty shops, vintage boutiques,
and thriving nightlife.
With over 300 days of sunshine each year and a mild
climate, Albuquerque is perfect for hiking in the Sandia
Mountains, biking along the Rio Grande River, taking a
ride on the tram, and strolling through the plazas.

Facing page: MarbleStreetStudios.com. Clockwise above: JB Photos; www.itsatrip.org; MarbleStreetStudios.com;
others are UNM Law School.

Admissions & Financial Aid

The UNM School of Law requires that all applicants apply through the Law School Admissions
Council (www.lsac.org) in order to be considered for admission.

Application/Deadlines

First year applicants: February 15th
Transfer and Visitor Applicants: July 1st

Application Requirements

 Completed application form
 Nonrefundable $50 application
fee

 Personal Statement
 Resumé
 Letter(s) of Recommendation
 Register with LSAC’s Credential
Assembly Service (CAS)

 Law School Admission Test
(LSAT)
 Proof of English Language
Proficiency (international
applicants only)

Financial Aid

File the FAFSA between
January 1st and March 1st
to apply for the federal
loan program. File the
Need Access application by
March 1st to be considered
for law school need-based
scholarships. The law school
offers several merit-based,
need-based, and named
scholarships. Descriptions
of award opportunities
can be found online.

Residency

The State of New Mexico Higher
Education Department has a
generous definition for in-state
residents. All applicants are classified according to their residency
for tuition purposes. Nonresident students may be eligible for
resident tuition after their first year
if they fulfill the requirements for
residency and petition for residency reclassification. The State has
made provisions for several groups
who qualify as in-state residents
for tuition purposes.
Not sure if you’re a resident?
To find out, visit lawschool.unm.edu/
residency.

Visit Us

Experience the informal, supportive atmosphere of the UNM School of Law. Explore the ways the
UNM School of Law focuses on education, community, diversity, and life-long learning.
lawschool.unm.edu/admissions

505.277.0958 (phone)
505.277.9958 (fax)
admissions@law.unm.edu

Accredited by the American Bar Association; member of the Association of American Law Schools.
The University of New Mexico is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity institution. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, this material is
available in alternate formats upon request.

